
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

#324 Birks Building 

10113 – 104 Street 

Edmonton, AB T5J 1A1 

info@udiedmonton.com 

udiedmonton.com 

780.428.6146 

November 18, 2022 
 
Urban Planning Committee 

City of Edmonton 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Square  

Edmonton, AB T5J 4R7 

 

Re: November 22, 2022, Urban Planning Committee - Item 7.1 - 

Zoning Bylaw Renewal Report #5 – Draft Zoning Bylaw 

 

Dear Urban Planning Committee and Members of Edmonton City Council, 

 

The Urban Development Institute – Edmonton Metro (UDI-EM) represents 

160+ member companies that contribute to economic growth through millions 

of dollars in investment, job creation, and improvements to the built 

environment. As such, we are committed to the success of the City of 

Edmonton’s policy and regulatory improvement efforts, including the Zoning 

Bylaw Renewal Initiative.  

 

This letter presents our membership’s perspectives on Zoning Bylaw 

Renewal Report #5 and the work performed to-date. To start, we would like to 

commend Administration for releasing the first draft of the Zoning Bylaw, and 

for connecting with industry to provide expertise and feedback throughout the 

initiative’s engagement process. 

 

The Zoning Bylaw Renewal Initiative is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to 

align The City Plan’s vision with land use regulations that dictate and shape 

how development actually unfolds in our neighbourhoods and communities. 

To support Edmonton’s goal of growth from 1 to 2 million people, the new 

Zoning Bylaw should enable increased development opportunities, density, 

and housing diversity. Our membership would like to see an enabling 

regulatory framework that allows the market to respond to emerging trends 

across all sectors, markets, and asset types.  
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Additionally, the outcome of the Zoning Bylaw Renewal Initiative should be to 

support Council and Administration’s goal of making Edmonton a business-

friendly place that successfully competes for economic investment. To do so, 

the Zoning Bylaw should be clear in its requirements for development and 

associated permitting processes and timelines should be efficient and 

streamlined. For example, wherever possible, Council and Administration 

should reduce the amount of rezonings needed, and for simple projects, to 

advance automation or as-of-right approvals to speed development 

review/approval timelines. The technology project should be a modernized 

tool that clearly demonstrates the range of development opportunities 

available to industry to invest in the city. 

 

We are encouraged by Administration’s proactive outreach with industry to 

test the draft Zoning Bylaw’s regulations with real-life development scenarios. 

This type of public-private partnership is appreciated and critical to ensuring 

the City is able to attract another 1 million more people and create 520,000 

additional jobs. We remain committed to participating in this transformational 

project for Edmonton, and in sharing our expertise and insights as the draft 

Zoning Bylaw continues to be refined. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kalen Anderson 

Executive Director, UDI-EM 

 

 

Copy:  Michaela Davis, Chair, UDI-EM Developing & Redeveloping 

Committee 

Office of the City Clerk 

Stephanie McCabe, Deputy City Manager of Urban Planning and 

Economy 

Kim Petrin, Branch Manager of Development Services, Urban 

Planning and Economy 


