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June 10, 2022 
 
Urban Planning Committee 
City of Edmonton 
1 Sir Winston Churchill Square  
Edmonton, AB T5J 4R7 
 
Re: June 14, 2022, Urban Planning Committee – Item 6.2 – UPE00664 (Tree 
Preservation on Private Property) 
 
Dear Urban Planning Committee and Members of Edmonton City Council, 
 
Edmonton is proactively planning to grow. In fact, it has a clear strategy to grow from 
1 to 2 million people within the city over the next 40 years. To accommodate this 
anticipated change in population, the Urban Development Institute – Edmonton 
Metro’s members, and city builders alike, will need to play a critical role in investing 
hundreds of millions annually to build the spaces that Edmontonians cherish today, 
as well as the places that one million more will call home tomorrow.  
 
The majority of the City’s projects, from the Zoning Bylaw Renewal or Economic 
Action Plan, are premised on red-tape reduction, creation of new economic growth 
opportunities, and attraction of investment to build livable and attainable 
communities. A blanket-approach to private tree preservation, through the 
development of a Private Tree Bylaw, is antithetical to the city’s current priorities and 
plans – as it would significantly increase regulatory complexity for developers and 
constrain densification and infill development as specified by The City Plan. 
 
By the City’s own account, private tree bylaws in other jurisdictions greatly add to the 
development costs of infill, slow development timelines, and are difficult and 
expensive to administer and enforce adequately.  
 
Edmonton’s Public Tree Bylaw, which was adopted in August of last year, is an 
opportunity to advance The City Plan’s goal for greening of the city and to add to our 
abundant tree canopy. We commend this effort, and support the city’s continued 
implementation on it.  
 
Tree preservation on private property, on the other hand, present several challenges. 
Firstly, trees removed on private property are often likely due to their declining health. 
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A private tree bylaw would add costs onto individual property owners, as well as 
future tenants, who need to remove dead/dying trees on their properties. Secondly, 
while trees can support climate change goals, densification is another important lever 
– with many studies demonstrating how infill can decrease greenhouse gas 
emissions due to their compliance with new building code standards, and their shift 
towards more compact building forms. Increased regulation to trees on private 
property may limit redevelopment and the provision of diverse and affordable housing 
options – which are Council and Administration priorities. Thirdly, with regard to 
developing areas, it should be noted that trees cannot be retained as new 
subdivisions require that organic material is stripped from the site and land must be 
graded for positive drainage. In these instances, tree retention can be, and often is, 
addressed at the NSP stage, where the City and industry can use a municipal or 
conservation reserve to work in collaboration to secure the land. 
  
Our members advance developments that support increased housing options for a 
growing population, and continue to strive towards enhanced practices that steward 
the land in environmentally-conscious ways. For example, the land development 
industry is preparing to meet net-zero compliance by 2030, and add many 
sustainable and green features into their plans and projects.  
 
For the reasons outlined, we oppose the development of a private tree bylaw, as it 
would restrict development, increase timelines, and are in conflict with city building 
objectives around densification, growth, and housing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kalen Anderson    Michaela Davis  

       

Executive Director, UDI-EM  UDI-EM Chair  
Developing and Redeveloping Committee 

 
Copy:  Office of the City Clerk 
 Stephanie McCabe, Deputy City Manager of Urban Planning and Economy 

Kim Petrin, Branch Manager, Development Services 


