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November 18, 2022 
 
Urban Planning Committee 

City of Edmonton 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Square  

Edmonton, AB T5J 4R7 

 

Re: November 22, 2022, Urban Planning Committee - Item 7.3 - 

Industrial Infrastructure Project – Prioritization, Evaluation and 

Outcome and 137 Avenue and Anthony Henday On-ramps – Completion 

Options 

 

Dear Urban Planning Committee and Members of Edmonton City Council, 

 

The Urban Development Institute – Edmonton Metro (UDI-EM) represents 
member companies of the land development industry - many of whom are 
instrumental in developing the City of Edmonton’s industrial land base. As 
such, we are writing this letter in response to Council Report UPE01222, 
which speaks to Administration potentially working with industry partners on 
finding alternative funding solutions for the purpose of unlocking the 
development of high potential industrial lands. 
 
Increasing non-residential investment is critical to meeting the goals of 

Edmonton’s Economic Action Plan and the City Plan – including creation of 

an additional 520,000 jobs. However, achieving this vision requires that 

Edmonton has the land required to meet the needs of industrial development. 

As an example, construction of the 137 Avenue / Anthony Henday on-ramps 

would create an upsurge in mobility options thereby unlocking the potential 

untapped development of industrial land within the Northwest area of the City. 

Furthermore, a disproportionate uptake of non-industrial development has 

recently been moving towards the surrounding municipalities of Edmonton. 

Therefore, in order to ensure that the city capitalizes on strong private sector 

growth potential in the non-residential sector, it is crucial that projects such as 

the 137 Avenue / Anthony Henday on-ramps are built. 

As your city building partners, we appreciate that the upcoming four-year 

budget deliberations will require a number of difficult decisions. We strongly 

recommend that Council assess the merits of projects like these with an eye 
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to strategic and measurable returns on investment for the entire city, and the 

impact of future tax-base growth in perpetuity. The 137 Avenue / Anthony 

Henday represents an opportunity to unlock high potential industrial lands in 

alignment with the City Plan.  

We support ongoing efforts to enable economic development that promotes 

regional competitiveness, the diversification of Edmonton’s tax base, and 

private sector growth city-wide. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kalen Anderson 

Executive Director, UDI-EM 

 

Copy:  Mark Solikowski, Chair, UDI-EM Commercial & Industrial Committee 

 Office of the City Clerk 

Stephanie McCabe, Deputy City Manager of Urban Planning and 

Economy 

Alisa Laliberte, Branch Manager of Economic Investment Services, 

Urban Planning and Economy 


