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November 10, 2021

Industry Stakeholders
Edmonton, Alberta

Dear Industry Stakeholders:

Re: Proposed 2022 Planning and Development Fee Changes

Thank you for the discussion and feedback on the proposed 2022 planning and
development fee changes. The relationship with industry stakeholders is critical to our
success both as a City government and as a community.

Further to my letter dated October 8, 2021, an update on the fee changes is attached.
There is a collective understanding and agreement with industry that the work associated
with Servicing Agreements is intended to be 50% cost recovery. An adjustment has been
made to the proposed fee increase for 2022 to improve the cost recovery to approximately
30% and will work with industry on the phasing of fee adjustments to achieve 50% cost
recovery within the next budget (2023-2026).

Administration knows improving the City’s permit and licensing services is critical to
support, attract and grow businesses in Edmonton and we are advancing a number of
service improvements and regulatory changes to enhance the development process and
make it easier for businesses to be successful in our city. As part of reducing red tape,
there is a continuous improvement project underway (Setting Service Levels) to establish
clear and predictable timelines for permit and licensing services. Engagement will begin
soon and the target timeframe to publicly share is Q1 2022, with process and
technological improvements extending into 2022.

Additionally, Administration will:

● Review all fees with the intent to simplify the fee schedule including how building
permit fees are calculated

● Review the Planning and Development Business Model Policy (C610)



● Hire two temporary full-time employees to support the service demands for Infill
Fire Protection Assessments

Thank you for your investment and continued commitment to city building in Edmonton.

Yours truly,

Kim Petrin
Manager
Development Services Branch

KP/rb

c: Mike Kluh, Director, Department Strategy

Attachment: 2022 PDBM Fee Changes



City of Edmonton's 2022 Planning and Development Business Model proposed fee changes

# # Fee Title Description Current Fee Proposed Fee
Change in Permit / 

Service fee
Overall Category 

Impact

Residential Builder Fee Changes

R1 1 Inflation adjustment to the fees 
(where applicable)

Fees that are not part of the Altus Guide or provincially set will be adjusted as 
done in the past. The previous 2021 adjustment was paused to support economic 
recovery during the COVID-19 pandemic.

multiple 2.1% increase 2.1% increase 1.51%

R2 2 Update of Altus guide construction 
value estimators 

Using a standard $/sq. ft, for a given type of building, the City is able to charge 
consistent fees for similar sized spaces.  The previous 2021 adjustment was 
paused to support economic recovery during the COVID-19 pandemic.

multiple 4.0% increase 4.0% increase 0.59%

2 2.10%

Commercial Builder Fee Changes

C1 1 Inflation adjustment to the fees 
(where applicable)

Fees that are not part of the Altus Guide or provincially set will be adjusted as 
done in the past. The previous 2021 adjustment was paused to support economic 
recovery during the COVID-19 pandemic.

multiple 2.1% increase 2.1% increase 1.04%

C2 2 Update of Altus guide construction 
value estimators 

Using a standard $/sq. ft, for a given type of building, the City is able to charge 
consistent fees for similar sized spaces.  The previous 2021 adjustment was 
paused to support economic recovery during the COVID-19 pandemic.

multiple 9.0% increase 9.0% increase 1.06%

C3 15 DP fees for cannabis business
With the initial surge of cannabis retail development now complete,  and the 
process streamlined the fees have been changed to match other development 
permits.

$5,600 for DP Review
New/Addition <500 sq m: $1,103
Permitted Change of Use: $383

Discretionary Use: $539
-$5,000 -0.96%

C4 35 Pre-application commercial  safety 
codes meeting fee

OPTIONAL: Pre-application meetings involve department staff and other 
circulation parties (EPCOR, ATCO, Fire Rescue Service, Transportation) to attend 
or provide written input for a successful application. A similar fee is charged pre-
application development permit meetings.

0 $459 $459 OPTIONAL

3 1.14%

Developer Fee Changes

D1 1 Inflation adjustment to the fees 
(where applicable)

Fees that are not part of the Altus Guide or provincially set will be adjusted as 
done in the past. The previous 2021 adjustment was paused to support economic 
recovery during the COVID-19 pandemic.

N/A N/A 2.10% 1.04%

D2 47 Boundary assessment/condition fee
OPTIONAL: Developers choose to opt-in for the use of the fee. Boundary 
Assessment can be done without the CIty's interaction, but in cases where the 
City's help is requested, an administrative fee is charged to help recover costs. 

0 $1,127 $1,127 OPTIONAL

D3 48 Servicing Agreement
The 2015 agreement with UDI indicates 50% of Servicing Agreements costs 
should be through fees and the other 50% through tax levy. Recents studies have 
shown 25% fees cost recovery. Adjustments will improve recovery to 35%. 

$4,762/ha $6,243/ha $1,481/ha 5.04%

D4 58 10% Increase on all LDA fees This is the first major increase in over a decade. Edmonton's fees will remain 
below Calgary and other similar sized cities after the fee update. multiple 10.0% increase 10.0% increase 3.60%

4 9.68%

Please note: New optional fees for services, (Pre-application meeting for safety codes and Boundary assessment) are not considered in overall percentage or impact.  

Overall 8 2.49%
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