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#324 Birks Building 

10113 – 104 Street 

Edmonton, AB T5J 1A1 

info@udiedmonton.com 

udiedmonton.com 

780.428.6146 

June 6, 2022 
Edmonton City Council, City of Edmonton 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Square  

Edmonton, AB T5J 4R7 

 

Re: Proposed pilot project to close 102 Ave. downtown 

 

Dear Mayor Sohi and members of Edmonton City Council: 

 

On behalf of the Urban Development Institute – Edmonton Metro (UDI-EM), I am 

writing in response to an Urban Planning Committee proposal to pilot the closure of 

102 Avenue downtown to motor vehicles when the street reopens. UDI’s 

membership, which includes many developers and investors who are actively 

building the downtown, make financial decisions based on a belief in, and support for, 

the City’s long-term infrastructure plans, among other things. The LRT alignment was 

debated and decided through rigorous public engagement and technical study. As is 

best practice, the design and engineering of the system across the whole corridor 

subsequently reflects that prior-approval process and collective community vision. To 

change course now, just as the long-anticipated infrastructure is about to open, does 

not support evidence-based decision-making, bolster investor confidence, nor aid in 

solving any material challenges being experienced downtown today. 

 

From a downtown vibrancy, mobility, and urban design perspective, the opportunity 

to leverage temporary or permanent pedestrian improvements may well be worth 

looking into and pursuing further – and our members would be happy to participate in 

these conversations. However, there is currently no holistic or established vision in 

place that grounds the work in shared understanding and buy-in. Furthermore, it is 

unclear what a “pilot project” closure along 102 Ave would concretely seek to achieve 

as there are no stated goals to measure or metrics to track progress by. We urge City 

Council not to change direction on this important investment without sound objectives 

in place, robust engagement with local investors and the business community, and 

without a plan and investment strategy that considers not just this street and its 

engineering and design but the whole picture in Edmonton’s centre city.  

 

After years of waiting eagerly and patiently for this road to reopen, we encourage City 

Council to stick with the original design and operations plan. There are many streets 

that could potentially be upgraded and animated across downtown, however, we do 

not believe that closing 102 Ave now is the right time or place to start.  
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Sincerely, 

 

Kalen Anderson, RPP, MCIP 

Executive Director, UDI-EM 

 

 

CC:  Andre Corbould, City Manager 

 Office of the City Clerk 

Adam Laughlin, Deputy City Manager of Integrated Infrastructure Services 

Stephanie McCabe, Deputy City Manager of Urban Planning and Economy 

  

 


