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August 19, 2022 
 
Urban Planning Committee 

City of Edmonton 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Square  
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Re: August 23, 2022 City of Edmonton Urban Planning Committee (7.2 – 

Investment in New Development, 7.3 – Growth Management Framework – 

Development Cost and Revenues, and 7.4 – Curbside Management Strategy – 

Redefining Edmonton’s Curbside and Public Parking Space) 

 

Dear Urban Planning Committee and Members of Edmonton City Council, 

 

The City Plan speaks to the importance of increasing residential and non-residential 

investment in developing areas as well as continued intensification around nodes 

and corridors as Edmonton grows from 1 to 2 million people and supports 520,000 

more jobs. As your city building partners, the development industry plays a key role 

in implementing the over-arching goals stated within The City Plan. As such, there 

are important questions to explore in terms of how and when investments are made 

and by whom, specifically, in terms of public and private investments that enable 

growth and change, support community needs, and attract talent and investment. 

Item 7.2 – Investment in New Development 

Community Amenity Contributions is a tool designed for individual sites undergoing 

specific types of redevelopments and are intended to be local to the adjacent areas 

affected. They are structured to offset potential impacts of additional density 

beyond what is already approved through standard zoning (i.e. through the use of 

Direct Control provisions). The development industry worked closely with City 

Administration to create a fair and transparent policy and implementation 

framework for the purpose of providing community amenity contributions (i.e., City 

Policy C599A – Community Amenity Contributions in Direct Control Provisions). 

Since its inception in 2018, many new amenities have been added to communities 

through the development process.  
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The development industry provides significant investments via Community Amenity 

Contributions and any changes to the approach should be considered holistically 

relative to other processes underway rather than as a stand-alone item. As stated in 

Administration’s report, any possible value captured from new development to 

invest in community amenities will need to be verified with analysis and reviewed as 

part of a broader set of options for growth management. UDI agrees with 

Administration’s recommended option of maintaining the current state of City 

Policy C599A while continuing to focus on the development of the Growth 

Management Framework (along with the Zoning Bylaw Renewal Initiative).  

 

Item 7.3 – Growth Management Framework – Development Cost and Revenues 

The Growth Management Framework has the potential to serve as an important 

mechanism to help implement The City Plan by helping to address infrastructure 

gaps, meet growing demand and attract more investment to Edmonton. It will 

ideally enable smart public infrastructure investments that, in turn, stimulate and 

support private sector investment and growth city-wide. UDI is supportive of the 

general intent of the Growth Management Framework and is committed to working 

towards an important outcome that is shared by Council and Administration: that 

strategic, affordable and efficient growth is enabled in all areas of the city, that red 

tape is reduced to ensure speed to market, and undue delays to bring on more 

supply are avoided.  

 

Quantifying the cost and benefits of growth at different scales is a complex 

undertaking and is dependent upon many variables and inputs that change over 

time. In addition to local variations across the city, Edmonton’s growth occurs within 

the context of a region of 1.4 million people in 13 municipalities and is affected by 

larger provincial and national dynamics. The Growth Management Framework has 

been described as a multi-year effort and it is still in the early stages. UDI 

encourages City Council to see the Growth Management Framework process 

through. UDI has been working closely with Administration on this initiative and we 

are appreciative of the meaningful engagement to date, and our insight is succinctly 

reflected in the council report. As an industry, we are committed to continued 

collaboration on this important body of work.  

 

Item 7.4 – Curbside Management Strategy – Redefining Edmonton’s Curbside and 

Public Parking Space 

 

The development industry was supportive of the City’s removal of parking 

minimums and, from a national perspective, it is notable that Edmonton has been a 
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leader in this space. As technology continues to change and the use and pressure on 

curbside space is changing (e.g., pick-ups, patios, different modes of transportation 

such as scooters), it is logical to take a more strategic approach to public parking 

and the management of public curbside assets. Therefore, UDI would like to 

commend Administration on the approach taken within this council report to set 

out a list of actions to pursue over the years ahead. As each action in the plan is 

advanced additional community conversation, technical study as well as financial 

analysis will be important. We agree that finding efficiencies by doing more with the 

same (or even less) space is a solid approach and we encourage this type of 

rationale for all public infrastructure assets. 

 

A Call to Action: Find Efficiencies to Reduce Infrastructure Costs and Enable New 

Development Opportunities 

As we move towards implementation of The City Plan and key decisions are made 

regarding where public and private investments are pursued, it is critical that the 

City continues to enable efficient and strategically managed public sector assets, 

both in terms of growth and renewal. This means not building or requiring more 

infrastructure than is necessary to serve community and industry needs. We 

encourage limiting and reversing public sprawl (i.e., ever growing land and space 

requirements for public infrastructure such as roads rights-of-way in developing 

communities and out-of-date infrastructure standards in redeveloping communities) 

and continuing to create an environment that enables a nimble and adaptive 

development environment. The design standards and guidelines imposed by the City 

should be reviewed regularly for alignment to The City Plan goals to ensure greater 

efficiency of land and resources, and that they are structured to stimulate, not 

stunt, private sector investment and to support thriving communities. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Kalen Anderson     

Executive Director, UDI-EM   

 

Copy:  Office of the City Clerk 

 Stephanie McCabe, Deputy City Manager of Urban Planning and Economy 

 Kent Snyder, Branch Manager, Planning and Environment Services 


